Father Thaddeus Kondzielski

Biographical Information

YEAR OF BIRTH: 1941

YEAR OF DEATH: N/A

ORDINATION: May 27, 1967

6/16/1967-8/31/1986 Secondary Education, Cathedral Preparatory., Erie Facility

6/16/1967-6/03/1970 Weekend Asst., St. Stanislaus, Erie, PA

6/03/1970-8/31/1986 Weekend Asst., St. Hedwig, Erie, PA

8/31/1986-10/01/1988 Health Leave, Other

10/01/1988-6/30/1994 Administrator, St. Philip (Crossingville) Edinboro, PA

6/30/1994-5/04/2000 Pastor, St. Philip (Crossingville) Edinboro, PA

5/04/2000-6/29/2006 Pastor, St. Philip (Crossingville) Edinboro, PA
(Reappointed 2" 6 yr. term)

6/30/2006-8/31/2012 Pastor, St. Philip (Crossingville) Edinboro, PA
(Reassigned 3% 6 yr. term)

9/01/2012-4/28/2013 Pastor, St. Philip Crossingville) Edinboro, PA
(Reappointed 4% 6 Yr. term)

4/29/2013- Retired

Summary

Father Thaddeus Kondzielski was assigned as a teacher at Erie Cathedral Preparatory for
19 years. In January 2013, a victim contacted the Diocese to advise that 30 years earlier, when
he was a sophomore at Cathedral Preparatory, Kondzielski would ask him to assist with grading
papers in the rectory. On one occasion, Kondzielski asked him to stay and lift weights. When
he said he did not have the proper clothes, Kondzielski suggested that they lift weights naked.
They then proceeded to lift weights together while they were naked. When he told his parents
about the naked weight lifting incident, they were shocked and told him to stay away from
Kondzielski. When confronted with this allegations, Kondzielski claimed he did not remember
the incident, but did not deny it because it could have happened. Kondzielski changed his
version of lifting weights naked to him wearing a “Speedo’ to lift weights.

The victim also reported, and Kondzielski admitted, that it was common practice for he
and the students to swim naked in the school pool. Kondzielski stated that he did not think this
was a big deal since the headmaster knew about it and never said anything about it. He did not
admit to any physical contact with any of his students. He did admit, however, that students
who helped him grade papers slept overnight in his bed.
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The Grand Jury did not find any evidence that the Diocese of Erie notified law
enforcement about Kondzielski’s behavior.
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